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However, in 2023, this upward trend

D em Og 'a p h |C V| ew reversed slightly, dipping by 0.9%—the first
such decrease observed in over a decade.

From 2013 to 2022, Philadelphia County This reversal was not unique Philadelphia,

witnessed steady growth in its foreign-born but this drop was also among the largest

population, with annual increases ranging

between 1.3% and 3.3% declines of any big U.S. city at the time.
. (o] . 0.

A major factor was the collapse of

Growth in the Foreign-Born Population in Philadelphia County (2013-2023) international immigration during the COVID-

Year-over-year percent change indicated above each point 19 pan d emic.
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According to 2023 ACS 5-Year PUMS dataset, immigrants in
Philadelphia hail from across the globe, about half originate
in Asia, 25.8% from Latin America and 17 % from Europe,
representing diverse backgrounds and skill sets.
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Foreign-Born Population by World Area and Birthplace in Philadelphia

Demographic View s Il e

. Northern America
World Area of Birth
[ asa [ vatin America [ oceania and atsea

Can::da E
Specifically, China is the largest Brazil Mexico : . =
country of origin, accounting for e 2.4% 2.1%
. Dominican
roughly 14% of all foreign-born Republic | - Trnidad | 8" S9EI) .40
Philadelphians (about one in 6.7% | A & Haiti | e | 08 i 0%
seven). 2.9% 2.3% | Colombia |Guatemala

14% 1.2%
Thailand |[Hong K R =
E@E-E SGELLRE - =
- i 0.6% e =]
B =t
0.9% m E@ Dials),
Bangladesh 05% 04% 3% G | Arania UK, Not

1.5% Spec;fled

|

Cambodia Philippines|Pakistan
2.2% 2% 1.7%

3 B €,
Vietnam Korea

6.4% 2.6% Ukraine | Albania
2.6% 1.8%

© 2025 Philadelphia Works, Inc. All rights reserved.



Lansdale

Lower
Makefield Tk bon
. . Richboro T‘Np I'-"I-_-r'l'_-.'lil;'
Village
Spatial View
Col®gevile
Horsham Fairless
Hill=
itor L evittown
Witlow Grove Portions of Northeast and-Southwest

Total Population

Philly stand out with nearly half of
immigrant residents, among the highest
in the city!

Meanwhile, in West Philadelphia and
some Center City tracts, immigrants
Mdke™ip a significant but not majority
b /i B - share of residents.

Total Population
town

Relationship

& Tatal Population

7| Total Foreign Born Population

High - High

Those dark teal neighborhoods in
Northeast Philadelphia aren't just
immigrant-heavy. They're also among the

Browns Mils

Foreign-born Population O el Lt

Percent Foreign Born Population  EIEIEE Cherry Hil city's most densely populated areas. This
o matters because it means immigrants are
P T B P i B fadenielt —ceeee . gnchoring substantial population
s centers, not just filling in gaps.
Belmaw Medford

Woodbury



Lansdale

Spatial View

Horsham

Willow Grove

Total Population

Total Population
town

Relationship

Total Population

7| Total Foreign Born Population

High - High

Ardmare

Maple Shade

Foreign-born Population

Percent Foreign Born Population pringfield Cherry Hill

Glenolden Fucester i |
. i Elucester Haddonfield
Percent Foreign Born Population

Belmawr

Woodbury

- Greentree
City

Lower
.1c B _'l -
Makefield rih 50
Tw p Morrisville
Fairless
Hills

Levittown

Bordentown

Grenn areas (High-High) show the

significant proportion of population are
immigrants. 8

Blueareas (High-Low) show where
population density persists without
heavy immigrant presence.

Fort Dix

Browns Mills

Orange pockets (Low-High) highlight
emerging immigrant settlement areas.

Light areas (Low-Low) are simply sparse
neighborhoods with few residents of any
background.

Medford
LA k 85



Immigrant Labor Force & Economic Mobility

Government Roles Entrepreneurship
Foreign-born workers are significantly

underrepresented in government
roles. They are a dominant force in

entrepreneurship and self- 33.2% in
employment. Incorporated
Businesses
While many |mm|gra.nts p'ossess a 8% of Federal 34.7% in Nop.
strong entrepreneurial drive, others Employees Incorporated

may turn to self-employment as a Businesses
response to barriers in the
traditional labor market, such as
difficulties with foreign credential
recognition or language fluency.

8.6% of Local Gov’t

23.4% are en
. gaged
Employers In family businesses

without pay
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Immigrant Labor Force & Economic Mobility

Employs 12,800 foreign-born employees:
26% of the sector’s workforce

. Employs 9675 foreign-born residents:
Manufacturing 23.0% of its workforce.

Employs over 25,900
foreign-born
individuals:16.2% of the
sector’s total workforce.

Employs around 12,900 immigrants: 20% of Retail
the sector’s workforce. Trade

Employs over 12,400 foreign-born
residents : 29% of its workforce.

Employs 10759 foreign-born residents:
31.6% of its workforce
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This metric is a powerful proxy

for deep-seated language
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The map reveals a stark pattern. The
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English Proficiency Across Top 30 Immigrant Birthplaces in Philadelphia
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Language Isolation

Consequently English Average Wage by English Proficiency for Foreign-Born Workers
.. . ! Those speaking 'Not well' earn about $36,076 less per year on average than those speaking 'Very well'.
proficiency is the key that 869:611.54

unlocks opportunities, R
directly determining very wel
employment status and Well
economic outcomes. —
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For immigrants who speak
English “very well,” a
commanding 64.1% work in
high-skill management and
prOfQSSionaI OCCUpationS. Armed forces, at work . Civilian employed, with a job but not at work . Not in labor force

Employment Status
. Civilian employed, at work . N/A (less than 16 years old) . Unemployed
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Employment Status by English Proficiency

For those who speak English
“not at all,” nearly half (49%)
are not in the labor force, and
those who are employed are
concentrated in service and Wel
manual labor roles. Very il

Not at al 44.9%

Not wel 53.2%
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64.1%
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Recommendation - What Philadelphia Can Do

1. Integrate language and job O O
training and embed English

) ] ) _ . 2. Support neighborhood career hubs
|nstructhn directly into occupathnal in the neighborhoods who need
programs in .healthca.lre, manufacturmg, walkable access to job counseling,

and hospitality. Immigrants gain both .. . . .
skills simultaneously, cutting the timeline training, and childcares available with

from arrival to living-wage employment. immigrant residents’ first languages.

3. Remove the hidden barriers: Sliding-scale
childcare subsidies, wage supplements for
low-income new hires, and faster credential
recognition address the math that currently
keeps people stuck.

O
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THANK YOU
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